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SUBJECT: RE-EVALUATION OF USG PARTICIPATION IN THE FIFTH 

UNCTAD INTERGOVERNMENTAL PREPARATORY GROUP (IPG) ON INTERNATIONAL 

MULTIMODAL TRANSPORT 

REF: A) STATE 24300, B) OSLO 694 

1 . SUMMARY. NORWAY FEELS IPG BEGINNING TO MAKE PROGRESS AND 
WARRANT SUPPORT; THAT COMPROMISE POSSIBLE ON PUBLIC LAW ISSUES SO 
CONVENTION WOULD BE BASED PRIMARILY ON PRIVATE LAW; THAT US WITH- 
DRAWAL FROM IPG COULD BE COUNTER-PRODUCTIVE; AND THAT US SHOULD 
DELAY ANY DECISION ON THE SUBJECT UNTIL AFTER JUNE MEETING OF 
GROUP B COUNTRIES TO DISCUSS IPG MATTERS. END SUMMARY. 

2. EMBOFF MET WITH STEINAR KRINGLEBOTTEN IN SHIPPING DIVISION 
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OF MINISTRY OF TRADE AND SHIPPING, TO DISCUSS POINTS RAISED REF 
A. KRINGLEBOTTEN, WHO HAS PARTICIPATED IN IPG SINCE INCEPTION, 

BELIEVES LACK OF PROGRESS IN FIRST MEETINGS DUE TO LDS NEED FOR 
TIME TO STUDY ISSUES. HE BELIEVES THIS PROCESS IS VIRTUALLY 
COMPLETE AND RESULTED IN SOME ADVANCE IN FOURTH IPG (EXAMPLES: 
PROGRESS IN SUBJECTS OF CONSULTATIONS AND CUSTOMS QUESTIONS) 

AND PROMISE OF MORE PROGRESS IN FIFTH IPG. 
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3. WITH PROGRESS IN SIGHT, GON WOULD BE UNLIKELY TO JOIN USG IF 

USG WITHDRAWS. FURTHERMORE, US PROMINENCE AS INTERNATIONAL TRADER 
AND AS INNOVATOR IN MULTIMODAL TRANSPORT MAKES US PARTICIPATION 
EXCEEDINGLY IMPORTANT TO IPG. KRINGLEBOTTEN ADDED THAT IF LDS 
SAW US AND OTHER IMPORTANT GROUP B COUNTRIES WITHDRAW FROM IPG 
NOW, WHEN REAL PROGRESS IS IN THE OFFING, THE LDCS MIGHT INTERPRET 
THIS AS SIGN THAT THE WITHDRAWING COUNTRIES WERE PROTECTING SOME 
GREATER INTEREST, TO THE DISADVANTAGE OF THE LDCS. 

4. NORWAY CONTINUES TO FAVOR MT CONVENTION BASED ON PRIVATE LAW, 
BUT ALIGNS ITSELF WITH SWEDEN, WEST GERMANY, NEW ZEALAND AND OTHER 
B COUNTRIES WHICH BELIEVE SOME COMPROMISE POSSIBLE IN DIRECTION 

OF LDCS PUBLIC LAW POSITION, KRINGLEBOTTEN SAID. REGARDING CON- 
SULTATIONS, FOR INSTANCE, LDCS MIGHT AGREE TO PUBLIC LAW POINTS 
BEING INCORPORATED IN GENERAL TERMS IN PREAMBLE OR ANNEX TO CON- 
VENTION AND BEING LESS OBLIGATORY THAN IF WRITTEN INTO OPERATIVE 
BODY OF CONVENTION. 

5. NORWAY LOOKS FORWARD TO THROUGH DISCUSSION OF THESE ISSUES 
IN JUNE MEETING WITH OTHER B COUNTRIES AND GREATLY HOPES THAT 
US WILL NOT MAKE ANY NEGATIVE DECISION BEFORE PARTICIPATING 

IN THAT MEETING. KRINGLEBOTTEN SAID THAT NORWAY AND SWEDEN 
WERE FULLY AGRRED ON THAT POINT. 

LERNER 
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